
 
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

10th edition of Great Eastern Women’s Run attracts 

record turnout of 17,000 

The Run raised $120,000 for women and children-related causes 

 

Singapore, 1 November 2015- This morning, the 17,000 women who participated in the 

Great Eastern Women’s Run broke the record for the largest number of participants in an all-

women run in Asia.  

The race, in its 10th edition, was bigger, better and more colourful and attracted increased 

participation in all three categories — the 5km Fun Run, 10km and 21.1km.  

Guest-of-Honour, Ms Grace Fu, Minister for Culture, Community and Youth, flagged off the 

10km category and also joined in the race.  

Commented Minister Grace Fu, “I’m very happy to see that the scale of the Run has increased 

to 17,000 this year. I think Great Eastern Women’s Run has been a very attractive event for 

women, and I’d like to encourage women to adopt a healthy lifestyle because that will really 

help build a much better life for them. We would also like to see that more corporates step up, 

to not just promote healthy living but also to do a good social cause. With the efforts of the 

runners and Great Eastern, a substantial amount was raised for three charities. I think this is 

a wonderful idea of collaboration of people, corporates and the social sector. We hope more 

will come forward so that Singaporeans will enjoy an active lifestyle and do social good for the 

country as well.”  

For the first time, participants donned colourful tutus in a myriad of hues of pink, blue, yellow 

and purple, in support of three women and children-related charities — Breast Cancer 

Foundation, Community Chest (Children with Special Needs) and SingHealth Duke-NUS 

OBGYN Academic Clinical Program.    

Dr Khoo Kah Siang, CEO (Singapore), Great Eastern Life, commented, "We are extremely 

pleased with the record turnout of women of all ages for this special milestone year. As a LIFE 

company, Great Eastern is delighted to empower women through our signature Run and 

further fuel their zest for life.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

We are equally delighted this year to leverage the Run to raise a record $120,000 for three 

laudable causes. I applaud all participants for their commitment to healthy living through 

running. On Great Eastern’s part, we will continue to make a meaningful difference to the 

community.” 

 

A total of 15 elite runners from Japan, North Korea, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Philippines and 

Taiwan competed for a total prize purse of USD$16,500 and SGD$6,700 in their respective 

elite categories.   

In the 21.1km Half Marathon Elite Open category, 18-year-old Kim Ji Hyang from North Korea 

emerged the overall winner with a timing of 1:12:53, taking home the grand prize of 

USD$8,000.  

Yuko Watanabe, 28-years-old, from Japan put up a close fight with a timing of 1:16:01, 

followed by Myong Sun Sin from North Korea with a timing of 1:17:06  

Commented Ji Hyang, “Of course I’m happy to win but I didn’t expect to be first. There were 

stronger competitors today, such as the Japanese athletes, so this win is really unexpected. I’m 

happy to be able to bring home the gold medal for my people and my leader. It’s my first time 

in Singapore and I felt the running route today allowed me to see how beautiful Singapore is.” 

The local Elite Closed category saw tough competition with Vivian Tang first past the finish 

Line with a time of 1:28:37. Rachel See was a close second with 1:28:45 followed by last year’s 

local Elite Closed winner Mok Ying Rong at 1:31:11. 

Commented Vivian, “I wasn’t expecting to win. I thought I would finish either second or third, 

I’m very happy with my win! The route was challenging but overall, the weather was great. 

This is my first time taking part in the 21.1km category of the Run and I am very happy with 

my result. I will give myself a nice treat after this!”  

Another highlight was undoubtedly the inaugural Princess Dash. The race village at The 

Float@Marina Bay buzzed with squeals of delight and excitement as 500 girls aged three to 

nine years, clad in pink princess-like tutus participated in a 100-metre dash. Joining them 

were Minister Grace Fu and girls from Community Chest. All the girls were rewarded with a 

tiara to ‘top’ their glittering ensemble after their dash. 

 

Commented Ang Siew Hoon, parent of soon-to-be four-year-old Emma Loh who took part in 

the Princess Dash earlier, “The Princess theme appealed to the little girls and it was obvious 

that all the kids had plenty of fun. It’s not every day that girls get to dress up for activities such 

as the Princess Dash, and the smiles as they tore down the first stretch together was priceless.” 

 

The #RuntoLiveGreat programme was back by popular demand this year. 80 pairs of women 

participated in the Run and the programme, championed by social ambassadors Cheryl Miles, 

Kelly Latimer and May Wan.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fittingly, the Jubilee Bridge was a new inclusion on the race route for the half marathon 

participants during this Jubilee year. The race route saw participants running past local iconic 

landmarks including Gardens by the Bay, Marina Bay Sands, Merlion Park, Esplanade, 

Singapore Flyer, F1 Pit Building and the Sports Hub.  

 

 

The ‘Look Good, Live Great’ Powder Room, a perennial crowd favourite, attracted scores of 

participants who made a beeline for the room to freshen up after their race. Participants were 

also treated to muffins, apples, hotdogs and massages.   

 

At the Race Village, families and supporters enjoyed treats such as complimentary popcorn 

and candy floss. The bouncy castle, balloon sculpting, arts and crafts station also proved a hit.    

  
 

Results 

21.1km Half Marathon Elite Closed 

Position Name Time 

1st Vivian Tang 1:28:37 

2nd Rachel See 1:28:45 

3rd Mok Ying Rong 1:31:11 
4th Neo Jie Shi 1:31:38 

5th Lim Baoying 1:31:42 

 

21.1km Half Marathon Elite Open 

Position Name Time 

1st Kim Ji Hyang 1:12:53 

2nd Yuko Watanabe 1:16:01 
3rd Sin Myong Sun 1:17:06 

4th Mary Joy Tabal 1:19:36 

5th Misaki Nishida 1:22:11 
 

21.1km Half Marathon Individual Closed 

Position Name Time 
1st Jasmine Goh 1:38:36 

2nd Qi Hui 1:41:23 

3rd Jenny Huang 1:42:14 



 
 

 

21.1km Half Marathon Individual Open 

Position Name Time 

1st Peninah Kigen 1:25:49 

2nd Tarus Gladys Jepkechel 1:26:50 

3rd Esther Karimi 1:27:16 
 

10km Individual Closed 

Position Name Time 
1st Cheryl Chan 39:17 

2nd Ng Yu Jun 40:48 

3rd Janielle Lim 42:03 

 

10km Individual Open 

Position Name Time 

1st Isebllah Kigen 36:16 

2nd Heidi Makinen 41:25 
3rd Fleur Legrain 41:33 

 

-END- 

 

For media-related enquiries, please contact Strategic Public Relations Group (SPRG), 

appointed PR Consultants for Great Eastern Women’s Run 2015: 

   

Deborah Dayani Nanayakara 

+65 6325 8275  

+65 9758 4071 

deborah.dayani@sprg.com.sg   

 

Abigail Lim 

+65 6325 8184 

+65 9183 1721 

abigail.lim@sprg.com.sg 
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About Great Eastern  
 
Great Eastern is the oldest and most established life insurance group in Singapore and 
Malaysia. With S$61.8 billion in assets and around 4.7 million policyholders, it has three 
successful distribution channels - a tied agency force, bancassurance, and a financial advisory 
firm, Great Eastern Financial Advisers. The Group also operates in Indonesia, Vietnam and 
Brunei and has a joint venture in China as well as a representative office in Myanmar. 
 
It was named Life Insurance Company of the Year at the Asia Insurance Industry Awards in 
2011 and 2013 by Asia Insurance Review. The Great Eastern Life Assurance Company Limited 
has been assigned the financial strength and counterparty credit ratings of "AA-" by Standard 
and Poor's since 2010, one of the highest among Asian life insurance companies. Great 
Eastern's asset management subsidiary, Lion Global Investors Limited, is one of the largest 
private sector asset management companies in Southeast Asia. 
 
Great Eastern is a subsidiary of OCBC Bank, the second largest financial services group in 
Southeast Asia by assets. It is one of the world's most highly-rated banks, with an "Aa1" rating 
from Moody's. It is also ranked by Bloomberg Markets as the World's strongest bank in 2011 
and 2012. OCBC Bank's key markets are Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Greater China. 
It has a network of over 450 branches and representative offices in 15 countries and territories, 
including about 330 branches and offices in Indonesia operated by its subsidiary, Bank OCBC 
NISP. 
 
 

About Infinitus Productions 

 

Infinitus is an event design house that specialises in challenging limits. Powered by our ethos 

of uninhibited possibilities, we are always prepared to bring to life what our clients envision 

for their events. We set the stage for a ground breaking event right from the start. Backed by 

our years of experience and technical expertise, Infinitus formulates large-scale events that 

take individuals on an exhilarating new journey every time. For more information on Infinitus 

Productions, please visit www.infinitus.asia/ 
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